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PERTH FREIGHT LINK — TOLL CHARGE 
918. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the minister’s earlier commitment to start the toll charge on Perth Freight Link only when the entire 
link is up and running in 2019. 
(1) Has the minister changed his position and will he install a toll charge on only stage 1 of the 

Perth Freight Link, as indicated by the Premier? 
(2) What is the estimated toll charge? 
(3) How will that charge be collected? 
Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
(1)–(3) It has been fascinating listening to opposition members and hearing how they draw conclusions. We 

have actually said that the work we are doing on the freight link runs from Muchea through to the 
port—not just from Kwinana Freeway to Stock Road. I have been saying that for nearly a year and 
I have been working with industry on that basis. We have also said that we have not finalised the charge 
and that it will not be implemented until we finish the freight link project. Exactly what that means will 
need to be worked through with industry. We need to have further conversations, as the Treasurer 
alluded to, with the federal government, and we will continue to work on this project. We know that this 
is a great project for Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 
Mr P. Papalia: It’s such a great project you know nothing about it! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: I know a lot about it. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I would like to point out that when we are getting down towards Fremantle, we are talking 
about a lot of congestion. It is not trucks that cause the congestion, but there is a huge productivity gain for the 
freight industry if we can get them out of the congestion. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: There are huge productivity gains for the freight industry by getting trucks out of the 
congestion, but it is not the trucks themselves that create the congestion. In fact, over 86 per cent of any benefit–
cost ratio will be for normal vehicle movement. We have been talking for a long time about congestion being 
a huge issue for this state. It cannot be solved by public transport alone, which is what the opposition keeps 
spruiking as the solution to Perth’s congestion issues. I have said for a long time — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. 
Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The minister has been asked a number of quite specific questions about the toll, not 
a general question about congestion. I would ask you, Mr Speaker, to draw his attention to actually answering 
the questions that were asked. 
The SPEAKER: Right, minister, concentrate on the questions that were asked. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr D.C. NALDER: The freight link project is actually running from Muchea to the port. There are a number of 
different aspects to the project, as we have said, and Roe 8 is just one component. We are looking at a freight 
charge based on a share of productivity gains, and we are working through that with industry right at this time. 
I have also said that we want to look at a number of additional incentive packages for the freight industry, such 
as potentially an extra half a tonne for Axway and the like, which can drive much greater productivity gains for 
the industry. We want to use this as an opportunity, if you like, for an economic reform of the freight industry 
whereby we can deliver productivity gains for industry and value-capture some of those productivity gains to 
assist in building this infrastructure for the industry, which in turn can create further productivity gains. We are 
taking responsible action. We are working with the industry. We do not have the freight charge defined right at 
this time, about which the opposition has been asking. As I said, the freight charge applies over more than just 
the Roe 8 project. 
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